
Outline for Comprehensive Science Literature Reviews 

• Journal Indexes/ Databases & Ejournal Packages ‐  find citations of articles and full articles 
•  Bibliographies ‐ from relevant journal articles, books, etc. (cycle backwards in time) 
•  Citation Indexes – e.g. Web of Science/ Scopus; Google Scholar (cycle forwards in time by identifying 

citing articles; find the most cited articles on your topic) 
•  Specialized Data (e.g. chemical/ molecular name & structure; genetic sequence; etc.) 
•  Current Awareness Sources   

Identify & Browse Current Issues of the Most Relevant Journals for your topic 
Setup Alerts (Email; RSS) ‐ Journal Table of Contents; Indexes; Web Pages 

   Grant Databases (e.g. NSF; NIH; CRIS) 
Newspaper Indexes (e.g. Lexis Nexis Academic; Newsbank; individual newspapers) 
Internet Discussion Groups, Listservs, Blogs, etc. 

•  Book Catalogs (find books, government docs, media materials, theses/dissertations, etc.) 
Your Local Library Catalog;  Other Libraries – i.e. WorldCat; Google Books 
Individual Specialized Library Catalogs via the Internet 

•  Web Search Engines (e.g. Google, Yahoo, Dogpile, FirstGov, Scirus, etc.) 
Directories (e.g. BUBL, Intute, Librarians Index to the Internet)  

•  Experts (Scientists; Scholars; Librarians, etc.)  @ Institutions/ Organizations/ Agencies/  
•  Literature Guides (Books; Online Library Database Lists/ Guides/ Pathfinders) 

 


